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PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

 Farm Properties & Open Space Planning

 Farming in CT
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 CT Recreation Trends

 Farm Properties and Recreation 

 Case Study

 Funding Opportunities

 Q & A



PRESENTATION GOALS

 Recognize Opportunities for Farm 
Properties & Recreation

 Understand That Farm Preservation 
Can Include Recreation

 Understand The Advantages and 
Obstacles In The Adaptation Of 
Active Farm & Former Farm 
Properties 

 Identify Funding Programs and 
Opportunities



FARM PROPERTIES & PARKS

 Farmland has historically been 
diminishing at an alarming rate

 CT farming has been growing over the 
last two decades bucking the national 
trend

 Resurgence in local products and 
connection to agricultural practices

 Past use of former farmlands typically 
focused on creating field space for 
active recreation

 Potential throughout all landscapes: 
urban, suburban and rural



FARM PROPERTIES & OPEN SPACE

 Protection of open space and active farms is a 
priority throughout the state

 Open space includes:

• Farms

• Forests

• Meadows

• Waterbodies

 Open Space can be privately or publically owned 
(town, state, Federal)

 Park and Recreation departments can partner with 
farmers, land trusts, conservationists, and schools 
to provide unique programming and open space 
protection 

 Lease

 Conservation easements

 Fee-simple purchases

 Agritourism can be a revenue generator



FARMING IN CONNECTICUT

 Approximately 22,000 jobs

 Multiple Sectors

• Nursery

• Fruit

• Vegetable

• Dairy

• Shellfish

• Apiaries

• Maple Syrup

• Aquaculture

 In 2018 CT had a 15% increase in 
beginning farmers

 Generally new farms are between 5-10 
acres
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FARM PRESERVATION IN CT

 Organizations
• CT Farmland Trust

• American Farmland Trust

• Working Lands Alliance

 Programs
• Farmland Preservation Programs 

• Federal Farmland Protection

• State Open Space and Watershed Land 
Acquisition Program

• State Agricultural Viability Grants Programs

• Agricultural Conservation Easements

• Urban Green Community Garden Program

 Additional Funding:
• Fee simple purchase through town referendum

• State Bonding

• Connecticut Investment Alliance

• Land Donations



OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION IN CT

 Acquisition Is Key To 
Preservation

 CT Goal Of 21% Of Total Land 
Mass



CT RECREATION TRENDS

 Results from DEEP Statewide 
comprehensive outdoor 
Recreation Plan SCORP 2017-
2022

 Activities popularity predicted 
by local officials:

↑ Walking/Hiking

↑ Day/Summer Camps

↑ Disc golf

↑ Cycling

↓ Organized sports

 Most Important facilities to 
Develop:

 Picnic

 Trails

 Playgrounds

 Nature Preserves

 Historic Sites



FARM PROPERTIES & RECREATION

 Inherent connection between humans 
and farming

 Protected farm properties can help fill the 
growing needs for recreation and still 
provide an active agricultural landscape

 This combination makes sense and can 
make money = Agritourism

 Safe well thought out public access is key



FARMS ARE FUN!

 Successful programs throughout the state 
and country

• Brooskvale Park Hamden, CT

• Westmoor Park West Hartford, CT

• Bauer Park Madison, CT

 Typical activities:

 Trails 

 Hiking, Biking, Multipurpose

 Playgrounds

 Community Gardens

 Wildlife observation

 Geocaching

 Photography



CONSIDERATIONS FOR UTILIZING FARM 
PROPERTIES FOR RECREATION

 Safety

 Rec Programs not interfering with active 
farming

 Public access

 Preservation of natural character 

 Historic structures

 Environmental concerns related to past 
agricultural use

 Plan ahead to preserve interconnected 
lands and reduce fragmentation



CASE STUDY



SOUTHINGTON HERITAGE FARM PROPERTIES

 Two small scale town-owned farm 
properties with limited production 
activities

• Pleasant View Stables

• Grosky Farm

 Desire to preserve town’s farming 
heritage

 Creation of the Farm Heritage Committee

 Key master plan objectives:

• Farm preservation

• Environmental stewardship

• Education

• Training 



EXISTING CONDITIONS

 Pleasant View Stables Property

• 7.5 acres

• Historically a horse stable and hay field

• All structures demolished

• Proximity to middle school and senior center

• Current use: School garden & lease to local farmer for vegetable production



PLEASANT VIEW



EXISTING CONDITIONS

 Grosky Farm Property

• 3.5 acres

• Residential structure demolished

• New Farm stand at corner to replace one removed

• Barn intact but in poor condition

• Current use: Leased to local farmer as a hay field



GROSKY FARM



PLEASANT VIEW CONCEPTS

 xxx



PLEASANT VIEW ACTIVITIES
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GROSKY FARM CONCEPT
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GROSKY FARM ACTIVITIES
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PLEASANT VIEW MASTER PLAN
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GROSKY MASTER PLAN
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CASE STUDY SUMMARY

 Pleasant View

• Focus on teaching, training and 
community access to facilities

• Provide Test plots and incubator 
space

• Soil improvements necessary

 Grosky Farm

• Continue as small-scale farm

• Support use of farm stand

• Maintain hayfield operations

• Plan for winter use of site

• Construct loop trail



OPPORTUNITIES TO PRESERVE, PROTECT & 
ENHANCE

Connecticut Farmland 
Preservation Program 

 Created in 1978

 Purpose: State Purchase of 
agricultural easements on private 
farmlands

 Currently 370 farms on 
approximately 44,500 acres has 
been permanently protected

 State goal of preserving 130,000 
acres of active farmland

 Program typically does not require 
public access



OPPORTUNITIES TO PRESERVE, PROTECT & 
ENHANCE

The Federal Farmland Protection 
Program

 Agricultural conservation easement 
program administered by the natural 
resource conservation service (NRCS)

 Purpose: State Purchase of agricultural 
easements on private farmlands

 Program available to municipalities, non-
governmental agencies, and Native 
American tribes to protect working 
agricultural lands

 NRCS may provide 50% of the fair market 
value of the agricultural land easement



OPPORTUNITIES TO PRESERVE, PROTECT & 
ENHANCE

Urban Green community Garden 
Program

 Funding to develop open space for public 
enjoyment and education

 Program is administered through the state 
Open space and Watershed Land Acquisition 
Program

 Applicants must be municipalities for sites 
within the limits of “Distressed Municipalities” 
or a “Targeted investment Community”

Connecticut Humanities Grant Program

 Small Scale funding for educational, 
institutional, interpretive programming

 Can be open space related



OPPORTUNITIES TO PRESERVE, PROTECT & 
ENHANCE

Connecticut Agricultural Viability Grant

 Two Grants

• Farm Viability Grant for Municipalities

• Farm Transition Grant

• Municipal use only as a matching grant 
program for capital projects or planning 
projects

• Not for land acquisition

“Our partnering municipalities, COGs, and agricultural nonprofits 

have used these funds in highly productive ways to grow and 

support farming while benefiting their communities as a whole,” 
Agriculture Commissioner Steven K. Reviczky



THANK YOU

For additional info feel free to contact

 Mike Doherty, PLA 
mdoherty@mminc.com


