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PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

= Farm Properties & Open Space Planning
= Farmingin CT

= Farm Preservation in CT

= QOpen Space Preservation in CT

= (T Recreation Trends

= Farm Properties and Recreation

= (ase Study

= Funding Opportunities

= Q&A




PRESENTATION GOALS

Recognize Opportunities for Farm
Properties & Recreation

Understand That Farm Preservation
Can Include Recreation

Understand The Advantages and
Obstacles In The Adaptation Of
Active Farm & Former Farm
Properties

|dentify Funding Programs and
Opportunities
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What's the connection?

FARM PROPERTIES & PARKS

Farmland has historically been
diminishing at an alarming rate

CT farming has been growing over the
last two decades bucking the national

trend In the last 10 years, the U.S. has

¢ LOST NEARLY 11 MILLION ACRES
Resurgence in local products and Fii =25 of the land that's best for food and
connection to agricultural practices ST crop production.

Past use of former farmlands typically | |

. . Seattle's First Urban Food Forest Will Be
focused on creating field space for Gier To Forgers
active recreation
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Potential throughout all landscapes:
urban, suburban and rural




FARM PROPERTIES & OPEN SPACE

.t « Meadows
Waterbodies

= Open Space can be privately or publically owned
(town, state, Federal)

= Park and Recreation departments can partner with
farmers, land trusts, conservationists, and schools
to provide unique programming and open space
protection
= lease
= Conservation easements
* Fee-simple purchases i &
. -Agrltourlsm can be a revenue generator i Do
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FARMING IN CONNECTICUT

= Approximately 22,000 jobs $4 Billi()n

=  Multiple Sectors

*  Nursery 157
«  Fruit

« Vegetable

o 5,977
« Shellfish ]

« Apiaries

* Maple Syrup 72% 28%

« Aquaculture

In 2018 CT had a 15% increase in 73 ACRES

beginning farmers

Generally new farms are between 5-10
Generally 381.5K

3,095



rOP AG PRODUCTS |

Whats Growing

in Connecticut

A glimpse at the state’s leading
agriculture products

/ e

GREENHOUSE
AND NURSERY

$298.4M

sector, It
than half of

CONNECTICUT GROWN

MILK AND DAIRY
PRODUCTS

$SIM

MARKET VALUE

Connecticut is home to more than

100 dairy farm families and 20,170 head
of dafry cattle that produce 427 million
pounds of milk annually.

VEGETABLES

$40.6M

MARKET VALUE

In 2017, Connecticut farmers harvested
9,250 acres of vegetables, including
potatoes, sweet potatoes and melons.

TOBACCO

$26.8M

MARKET VALUE

A total of 46 farms produce
the state’s tobaceo crop.

In 2017, they harvested

3.8 million pounds of tobaceo.

FORESTRY
AND LOGGING

$25M

SALES

Approximately 1.8 million acres of land, or nearly
B0 percent of the state, is covered in forest.

FRUITS, TREE
NUTS AND BERRIES

$25M

MARKET VALUE

In 2017, Connecticut farmers
harvested 1,800 acres of
apples, which resulted in
a total production of 295
million pounds of the fruit.

AQUACULTURE
3 I .
$23.2M
MARKET VALUE
Aquaculture production has expanded
significantly since 2007 by nearly 100 percent

innominal sales. Shellfish generated the
majority of sales in this sector.

CROPS
AND HAY

$SI13M
MARKET VALUE

In 2018, the state’s harvested acres of hay
increased from 48,000 to 52,000 acres.

SI1L.7M

MARKET VALUE

Cattle ranching and farming has had a nearly
100 percent change in direct sales since
2007, according to a 2015 study on
Economic Impacts of Connecticut's
Agricuttural Industry.
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MAPLE
PRODUCTS

$1.2M

CASH RECEIPTS

In 2018, Connecticut’s 73,000 maple
syrup taps produced 18,000 gallons
of syrup in 43 days.

FIND MORE ONLINE
Learn more about
agricultural crops

and commodities in
Connecticut online at
CTagriculture.com.

CHRISTMAS TREES
$4.9M
MARKET VALUE

Connecticut ranks ninth in the world for

Christmas trees, producing §,049in 2007. -~

CTAGRICULTURE.COM



FARM PRESERVATION IN CT

= QOrganizations
e CT Farmland Trust

e« American Farmland Trust
» Working Lands Alliance
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= Programs
« Farmland Preservation Programs
« Federal Farmland Protection

« State Open Space and Watershed Land
Acquisition Program

« State Agricultural Viability Grants Programs
« Agricultural Conservation Easements

« Urban Green Community Garden Program

= Additional Funding:

« Fee simple purchase through town referendum

« State Bonding I
e Connecticut Investment Alliance

« Land Donations



Acres Protected

258,000
257,000
256,000
255,000
254,000
253,000
252,000
251,000

250,000

OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION IN CT

Acquisition Is Key To
Preservation

CT Goal Of 21% Of Total Land &
Mass
State Open Space Progress
Acres Acguired as Open Space by DEEP: 2007-201%
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

700,000
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£
Total Goal {21%] State Goal {109} fumicipal, Non-profit

Land Trust, & Water
Company Goal (11%)

Connecticut Open Space Acquisition Goals



CT RECREATION TRENDS

= Results from DEEP Statewide
comprehensive outdoor
Recreation Plan SCORP 2017-
2022

= Activities popularity predicted
by local officials:

T Walking/Hiking

Most Important Facilities to Develop in Municipal-Owned Outdoor Recreation Areas

T Day/S ummer Ca m p S by percentage of respondents: three choices could be made
M [ lM&u l;xlé or:u;n 5 u2Ind Vbrl;tilx;m;n;r;!ﬁi l}rd Most In;p(:mnl |
T DISC gO|f (2005 SCORP comparisons presented in secondary bars belfow)

Pienic areas and shelters

T Cycling

Paved multi use trail

I Organized sports

Swimmiag pools fwater parks I —— 3%

= Most Important facilities to A
Develop: '

Historie sites and areas

. . 0 e I us Tl
&
= Picnic i
Eresb/saltvates swimming srves [ 16%
15%

u Tra I I S Unpaved single-wse dedicated tralls — 1‘:‘?’
u Playg rou nd S Valleyhall tennis and baskethall zourts q 10%
Baveall and softball fleids GG 6%

= Nature Preserves

Overrignt camping arexs [ 6%
7%

= Historic Sites Sovee ol e gy et I— 0%
Inclusive secessibe playgrouwnds I Evs
o)

Golt courves NG 7%



FARM PROPERTIES & RECREATION

Inherent connection between humans
and farming

Protected farm properties can help fill the
growing needs for recreation and still
provide an active agricultural landscape

This combination makes sense and can
make money = Agritourism

Safe well thought out public access is key

3




FARMS ARE FUN!

= Successful programs throughout the state
and country

« Brooskvale Park Hamden, CT
«  Westmoor Park West Hartford, CT
« Bauer Park Madison, CT

= Typical activities:

= Trails
= Hiking, Biking, Multipurpose Join All The Outdoor Fun at...
—=
= Playgrounds Westmoor Park

WEST HARTFORD HUMAN & LEISURE SERVICES

Community Gardens
Wildlife observation
Geocaching

Photography

<, 119 Flagg Rd * West Hartford ™
SN T TR 360.561.8260 * www.westmoorpark.org




CONSIDERATIONS FOR UTILIZING FARM
PROPERTIES FOR RECREATION

Safety

Rec Programs not interfering with active
farming

Public access
Preservation of natural character

Historic structures

Environmental concerns related to past
agricultural use

Plan ahead to preserve interconnected
lands and reduce fragmentation




CASE STUDY




SOUTHINGTON HERITAGE FARM PROPERTIES

——— T e

=  Two small scale town-owned farm
properties with limited production
activities
Pleasant View Stables

Grosky Farm

= Desire to preserve town'’s farming
heritage

= (Creation of the Farm Heritage Committee

= Key master plan objectives:
Farm preservation
Environmental stewardship
Education

Training




EXISTING CONDITIONS

Pleasant View Stables Property

7.5 acres

Historically a horse stable and hay field

All structures demolished

Proximity to middle school and senior center

Current use: School garden & lease to local farmer for vegetable production

"
M

| v
] Joseph A. Depaolo|
L‘ Middle School
{

Pleasant View Stables Property N
427 Pleasant St

- o A /‘le MILONE &
Southington CT Ttttk 4Y MACBROOM
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PLEASANT VIEW




EXISTING CONDITIONS

Grosky Farm Property
« 3.5acres
« Residential structure demolished
« New Farm stand at corner to replace one removed
« Barnintact but in poor condition

e Current use: Leased to local farmer as a hay field

Grosky Farm Property Eomom W w N
WSZdERIMISE ol ety

il il e A 43 MILONE &
Southington CT tedinaniee 4 MACBROOM



GROSKY FARM
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Potential Building Envelope Structures:
- Community Building

- Barn

- Storage Shed

- Solar Panels

- Open-Air Pavilion

- Outdoor Classroom

PLEASANT VIEW STABLES PROPERTY
DEVELOPMENT DIAGRAMS

Southington, CT
June 27,2018

PLEASANT VIEW CO

Animal Management
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Expanded School Garden
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PLEASANT VIEW ACTIVITIES

\ MILONE &

\
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FARM PROPERTIES
PRECEDENT IMAGES

Southington, CT
June 27,2018

MACBROOM
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GROSKY FARM CONCEPT

Farm Program Options:
+ Cut Flowers

» Blueberries

- Strawberries

+ Vineyard

» Hops

- Hay

{ Cén this land
| be acquired?
I f

73

i

-

| 13341S 1!

Dotentlal Wlnter Programs/ActMtles
|+ Sugaring
« Sledding
Snowshoelng, Cross Country Sklmg

GROSKY FARM PROPERTY
pevELar T DA NS,

June 27 2018



GROSKY FARM ACTIVITIES

FARM PROPERTIES
PRECEDENT IMAGES I‘le MILONE &

Southington, CT MACBROOM

June 27, 208



PLEASANT VIEW MASTER PLAN

=
O

PLEASANT ST.

HOBART ST.

11
TEACHING TRELLIS ‘ . 5
WALKWAY LINKAGE TO-
MIDDLE SCHOOL =

RESOURCE CENTER TO
PR PP

‘SPACE FOR YOUNG FARMER
INCUBATION' PROGRAMS

SCREEN PLANTING

NEW 4000 SF GAMBREL ROOF |
BARN TO SUPPORT FARMING
OPERATIONS- FOR

COMMUNITY USE WITH

SPACE FOR FARM ANmAlsD

LIVESTOCK PADDOCK

1. PROVIDE NEW WATER SUPPLY TO FIELDS.

2. IMPLEMENT SOIL FERTILIZATION PROGRAM
«  COMPOSTING
+  SOILTESTING
+  COVER CROPS & ROTATION

DEPAOLO MIDDLE SCHOOL

MASTER PLAN

PLEASANT VIEW FARM

PLEASANT STREET
SOUTHINGTON, CT  DECEMBER 26, 2018

I\ MILONE &
/‘s MACBROOM




GROSKY MASTER PLAN

NEW FARM FENCE AND GATES.

. ¥ | |

REMOVE EXISTING BARN,
‘SITE FOR FARM GARDEN

PREPARE |

MAINTAIN BARN ACCESS

“PADDOCK" D
o EQUIPMENT DISPLAY

«+  POSSIBLE PROTECTED GARDEN
COROOM: -

DEVELOP SECOND "PADDOCK"
« FARM GARDEN FOR FARM STAND

REMOVE ALL INVASIVE = s / = = T E — EXISTING TREES TO REMATN
PLANTS IN WOODLAND EDGE < f § it
—~ 0 ‘ e RENOVATE DRIVES/ ADD 4 5 PARKING
et s o 7 L \ N SPACES | \ i

MAINTAIN CURB CUT
— RECONSTRUCT FARM STAND

70 EXPAND HAY 4 y E UPGRADE LANDSCAPE TO SHOWCASE

REMOVE TREES TO EXP > 4
PRODUCTION (LIMITED). DEVELOP ‘a S 3 ‘SPECIMEN SUGAR TREES (SMALL)
TREE MANAGMENT PLAN . = | 8 7

PERFORM SELECTIVE: T BEE HIVES - HONEY FARNING
CLEARING TO OPEN A |

|+ VEIW OF THE HAYFIELD

FROM RT. 364

2

« DEPICTWALKINGLOOP ~= S
I | « SHORT HISTORY GRAPHIC
[ | VY =
& %2 % { | o
| IR
o | | SELECTIVE CLEARING 03
< || AND PRUNING
f I
= T [ 1

MASTER PLAN ,'\ MILONE &
GROSKY FARM ‘A MACBROOM
BERLIN STREET il !
SOUTHINGTON, CT  DECEMBER 26, 2018 TRy e 2 L © & Lot

Camsd o i



CASE STUDY SUMMARY

= Pleasant View

« Focus on teaching, training and L.
community access to facilities

« Provide Test plots and incubator
space

.’i”

Southington students to build farm stand
on town property

« Soil improvements necessary
= Grosky Farm

« Continue as small-scale farm

« Support use of farm stand

« Maintain hayfield operations

« Plan for winter use of site

« Construct loop trall




OPPORTUNITIES TO PRESERVE, PROTECT &

Connecticut Farmland
Preservation Program CONSERVATION OPTIONS
FOR CONNECTICUT FARMLAND

u Created in 1978 . A Guide for Landowners, Land Trusts & Municipalities

= Purpose: State Purchase of
agricultural easements on private
farmlands

= Currently 370 farms on
approximately 44,500 acres has
been permanently protected

= State goal of preserving 130,000
acres of active farmland

= Program typically does not require
public access

S——— O NNECTICUT
FARMLAND
TS

DS FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

American Farmland Trust / i\\
SAVING THE LAND THAT SUSTAINS US = & 3
PRESERVING NG LAN

WORKI}




OPPORTUNITIES TO PRESERVE, PROTECT &
ENHANCE

The Federal Farmland Protection
Program

= Agricultural conservation easement
program administered by the natural
resource conservation service (NRCS)

= Purpose: State Purchase of agricultural
easements on private farmlands

= Program available to municipalities, non-
governmental agencies, and Native
American tribes to protect working
agricultural lands

= NRCS may provide 50% of the fair market
value of the agricultural land easement




OPPORTUNITIES TO PRESERVE, PROTECT &
ENHANCE

Urban Green community Garden
Program

= Funding to develop open space for public
enjoyment and education

= Program is administered through the state
Open space and Watershed Land Acquisition
Program

= Applicants must be municipalities for sites
within the limits of "Distressed Municipalities’
or a "Targeted investment Community”

1

Connecticut Humanities Grant Program

= Small Scale funding for educational,
institutional, interpretive programming

= (Can be open space related



OPPORTUNITIES TO PRESERVE, PROTECT &
ENHANCE

Connecticut Agricultural Viability Grant

=  Two Grants
« Farm Viability Grant for Municipalities
« Farm Transition Grant

« Municipal use only as a matching grant
program for capital projects or planning
projects

« Not for land acquisition

“Our partnering municipalities, COGs, and agricultural nonprofits
have used these funds in highly productive ways to grow and

support farming while benefiting their communities as a whole,”
Agriculture Commissioner Steven K. Reviczky
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